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SUBJECT: HUMAN RIGHTS IN KOREAN PRESS 

REF: SEOUL 1185 (DTG 100842Z FEB 77) 

SUMMARY: COMMENTS ON HUMAN RIGHTS APPEARING IN ROK PRESS 
PAST WEEK DID NOT DRAW ANY CONCLUSIONS FOR APPLICATION TO 
KOREA, BUT DID SERVE TO KEEP TOPIC IN ARENA OF PUBLIC 
DISCUSSION. END SUMMARY. 

1 . FROM FEBRUARY 9-11. KOREAN VERNACULAR PRESS CONTINUED TO 
CARRY FEATURES AND EDITORIALS ON HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEMS 
CURRENTLY AT ISSUE BETWEEN U.S. AND USSR. KEYED TO SOVIET 
EXPULSION OF AP S KRIMSKY AND U.S. EXPULSION OF TASS 
CORRESPONDENT IN RETURN, EVENTS WHICH DREW CONSIDERABLE 
PRESS PLAY HERE, COMMENTS CENTERED ON STATE OF U.S.-USSR 
RELATIONS OR CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S POSITION ON HUMAN 
RIGHTS, RATHER THAN DRAWING ANY EXPLICIT PARALLELS TO OR 
CONCLUSIONS FOR SITUATION IN KOREA. 

2. TONGA ILBO (2/9) (REFTEL) FOUND IT "NATURAL" THAT 
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CARTER HAD TAKEN STEPS TO CARRY OUT CONCERN DATING BACK TO 
CAMPAIGN PLEDGES AND CONCLUDED U.S. COMMITMENT WOULD 
ENCOURAGE THOSE IN COMMUNIST COUNTRIES. HAN'GUK ILBO (2/10) 
NOTED THAT POSITION OF CARTER ADMINISTRATION ON HUMAN RIGHTS 
IS "CLEAR" AND CONCLUDED USSR IS TRYING TO TEST CARTER'S 
RESOLVE. CALLING THIS BOTH A "DILEMMA AND OPPORTUNITY" FOR 
CARTER'S "MORALITY-ORIENTED DIPLOMACY," PAPER RESOLVED 
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TO "WATCH CLOSELY"' HOW THIS DIPLOMACY WILL BE CONSOLIDATED. 
KUKCHE SINBO OF PUSAN (2/11) ALSO NOTED THAT "DIPLOMATIC 
WARFARE" BETWEEN U.S. AND SOVIETS IS OBJECT OF SPECIAL 
ATTENTION WORLDWIDE. 

3. ONLY EXCEPTION TO ABOVE GENERAL AND RATHER NEUTRAL 
TREATMENT APPEARED IN CHUNGANG ILBO S POLITICAL GOSSIP COLUMN 
FEBRUARY 9, WHICH COMPARED CARTER'S ADVOCACY OF HUMAN RIGHTS 
TO DON QUIXOTE'S FIGHTS ON BEHALF OF DULCINEA: A "TRAGIC 
ATTEMPT" AGAINST AN OPPONENT WHO SEEMS TO BE JUST "TOO ROUGH.” 
SUGGESTING THAT HUMAN RIGHTS SITUATION IS U.S. IS "NOT 
PERFECT," WRITERS NOTE FEW BELIEVE THERE WILL EVER BE PERFECT 
RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS, AND CONCLUDE, "IS CARTER 
TREADING A LONELY ROAD?" 

4. COMMENT: PRESS PLAY IS IN PART REFLECTION OF EDITORS' 

DESIRE TO KEEP PUSHING BORDERLINE OF PRESS RESTRICTIONS ON 
HUMAN RIGHTS ISSUES. AT SAME TIME NEUTRAL EDITORIAL LINE 
REFLECTS PAPERS' AWARENESS OF ROKG VIEW THAT HUMAN RIGHTS 
CRITICISM OF SOVIETS IS FINE BUT THAT SIMILAR CRITICISM OF 
ROKG WOULD NOT BE FINE. 
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